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Twenty sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time— 25th September 2022

FIRST COMMUNION AT OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS:
On Sunday we celebrated First Communion Mass at Our Lady Help of Christians. At this Mass, 21 children received this
very special Sacrament for the First time. Mass was celebrated by Father Vui. We thank our Youth Band, The Mustard
Seeds, for playing and to staff of St John Bosco School for helping make this such a beautiful celebration.

BELL BLOCK CATHOLIC CENTRE CELEBRATIONS:
At the 18 September Sunday Communion Service at Bell
Block Catholic Centre, Grace Mafua, altar server was
surprised with a birthday cake at morning tea. Grace had
celebrated her 13th birthday during the week. Made by
Kay Eliason, the yellow cake was decorated with a smiley
face which matched Grace’s lovely smile. Grace is pictured here with her sisters, (on her left) Nikolina and
Paula. Mass is held every first Sunday of the month at
the Bell Block Mass Centre,138 Parklands Ave (near Fred
Tucker Hall). Next Sunday 2 October, Grace’s baby sister is to be baptised during Mass at 10.30am.

OUR VISION: The Catholic Parish of New Plymouth is a healthy and growing Eucharistic faith
community that brings people to Christ, forms disciples, and sends them out to transform the
world. We commit to worship, to grow, to serve, to connect, and to give.

August 2022 Collection Totals:
Clergy Trust Fund:
$8,719.70
Parish:
$30,220.00
Māori Education
$1,482.00

OLDER CHILDRENS BAPTISM: In term four we will
begin our Older Children Baptism programme. This is
for children over seven years old. If you know of any
families who you think may be interested in registering
their children for this, please ask them to get in touch.
Karen Maclean Young Family Minister
COMMENCEMENT OF RITE OF CHRISTIAN INTIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA): RCIA is the normative way of
journeying with adults who desire to be initiated into our
parish family and the community of the Catholic Church.
an RCIA information session will be held on 16th October, 2-3pm, St Joseph's supper room.
Please consider coming for this and/or invite a family
member/friend who is interested in exploring the Catholic faith to this information session. For more information
email ahjchow@xtra.co.nz

OFFICE MANAGER: Denise Fleming. We announce with
regret that after 3½ years working in the Parish Office,
Denise has decided to move on. Denise has many
strengths, particularly with administration and property,
and has given much valuable service to the Parish in her
time with us. Her leadership of three major projects,
namely, Our Lady Help of Christians foyer and Carpark,
the new presbytery at Brooklands Road and the St Joseph’s Church spire renovation are a strong testament
to Denise’s service to our parish. I am sure we all wish
Denise well in her future endeavours. Fr Simon

KIMI ORA COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND LIGHT: The
next gathering will be held at St. Joseph’s Hall NP, today,
Sunday 25 September 1.00pm to 4.00pm.
VOCATIONS AND SEMINARIANS IN THE DIOCESE:
Thank you all for your prayers and support in different
ways for our seminarian and potential candidates. We
have one seminarian, Dũng who has just returned from
Vietnam and is at the seminary. There are also three students who are learning English in Palmerston North before joining the seminary. Please carry Hung, Duy, Dũng
and Lam in your prayers and support. I encourage you to
take a name and remember them in your family's prayers. Fr Trung

From left to right: Hung, Duy, Dũng and Lam

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES: We thank all those who
give so generously to the parish with Planned Giving.
Planned Giving envelopes for the 2022/2023 year are
available for collection from the church foyers. We are
starting to slowly hand deliver these envelopes where we
can.
CHAPLAINCY AWARENESS WEEK commenced last
Sunday and concludes today. It is to highlight the work of
the Hospital Chaplains. Here in New Plymouth there is a
team that tries to bring the healing power and comfort of
Jesus to those in hospital. The Catholic Chaplain is Tony
Tooman who endeavours to visit all patients who have
identified themselves as Catholic. It would be a great help
if patients (or a helper) would state their religion on the
admission form. If you need any assistance, Tony can be
contacted at the hospital 7563 139 Ext 8960, mobile 027
25884 148 or at home 871 3654. Please keep this work in
your prayers.
ANOINTING MASS: The monthly Mass of Anointing will
be held at St Joseph’s Church 11.00am Saturday 1 October.
YOUTH MASS: Today 5.30pm Mass 25 September. The
Mustard Seeds will be providing the music.
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS being next week 3 October. There
will be no Masses celebrated at the colleges or at St Pius
X school from 3 October to 16 October. There will be no
Tuesday Adoration at Sacred Heart Girls College.
SPECIAL MINISTERS OF THE SICK: We need to have
an extra person (or more) to join one of the teams who
take Communion to the residents at the Hospital Wing
and Secure Unit at Jean Sandel Retirement Village. Communion is taken from the 9.00am Mass at St Joseph’s.
Residents gather in the lounges and a short Liturgy is
offered with Communion. We have a roster, so it is a turn
every two or three weeks. If you are interested in sharing
in this ministry or wish to know more, please contact Naomi 027 292 7051.
MEMORIAL LITURGY FOR THE QUEEN: Sacred Heart
Church Inglewood Monday 26 September at 10am.
Everyone welcome. There will be a cup of tea following
the Liturgy in the parish hall.
And at St. Joseph’s Church, organised by the Anglican
community, Monday 26 September 11.00am

LIFTING OF COVID 19 PANDEMIC RESTRICTIONS:
The announcement by our government of the lifting of Covid19 pandemic restrictions has been followed by a statement from the bishops of Aotearoa NZ. A copy of this statement is in the foyer.

1. The bishops encourage everyone to return to Mass on Sunday as a significant expression of Catholic identity
and faith in Jesus Christ who we encounter at Mass. Please inform others you know and invite people back to
Mass.

2. The bishops have asked local parishes to make decisions for their communities regarding the lifting of restrictions.

3. Our liturgy committee has met and decided to lift all restrictions that we have been observing, apart from communion from the chalice which will be resumed at a date in the future.
Therefore, for those who are comfortable, the wearing of a mask is no longer required. Some people may wish to
continue this practise which they are welcome to do.
Holy water is available for blessing oneself. We may shake hands for those comfortable to do so.
Those wishing to receive communion on the tongue please do so by coming forward at the end of the communion
procession. Thank you The Liturgy Committee.

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL:
The St Joseph’s Conference of St Vincent de Paul needs more members.
We are a very active group, working hard to serve the poor and disadvantaged people of our city.
We see the person of Christ in every person we encounter, and do whatever is within our capacity
to help them.
Our works include the Community Meal, the Whare Kai, furniture pickup and delivery, visiting those who ask to be
visited, advocacy for those who need a hand to represent themselves with helping agencies. We champion social
justice in all its forms. The Conference has recently become accredited to sponsor a refugee family under the
Government supported CORS (Community Organisation Refugee Sponsorship programme. We expect to receive
a refugee family in 2023.
We have seven members and around 80 wonderful Associate members / volunteers – mostly parishioners - who
help with the work of the Conference.
We are looking for people to become members, attend our monthly meetings in the supper room at the church,
offer ideas and practical support to maintain and expand our current activities.
Just as important as the face to face work in the community, is the organisation behind the work: - The creation
and follow up of rosters the record keeping, the help with fund raising ideas, familiarity with helpful computer programmes etc. You don’t need to leave your home to help with these skills.
If you think you might want to get involved with St Vincent de Paul, we will be holding an information session on
Wednesday 12 October in the supper room at the hall at 7.00pm. The contact person for this is Gabrielle Carman
758 9228.

We pray for our deceased family and friends:

Max Leuthart, Stella Gordon,
Colin Gordon, Steven Gordon, Marilyn Brennan, Bruce Ramsay and Eugene Chylek.

WEEKLY MASSES: 26th September to 2nd October 2022 (First Sunday of the month)

St Joseph’s Church

MON

TUES

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

SUN

26 Sept

27 Sept

28Sept

29Sept

30 Sept

1 October

2 October

8.30am

8.00am

Public holiday

12.05pm

Our Lady Help of
Christians

9.10am

8.00am

8.00am

8.00am
12.05pm

9.10am

8.30am
11.00am
Anointing Mass

5.30pm

St Patrick’s Okato

5.30pm
10.30am

6.00pm

Bell Block Mass
Centre
FDMC Chapel

9.00am

10.30am
2.20pm

SHGC Mary’s Chapel

10.00am
No school
Mass

St Pius X

(C/S) denotes Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion.
For updated Mass information, please refer to the APP or Website www.catholicparishnp.nz
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays 11.30am – 12 noon St Joseph’s Church OR 4.45pm at OLHC prior to
the 5.30pm vigil Mass.
KINGDOM KIDZ CHILDREN’S LITURGY: Each Sunday at OLHC Parish 10.30am Mass. A special Children’s Liturgy in
the St John Bosco School staffroom with fun craft activities.

WEEKLY:
ADORATION— Wednesday 5.00pm at St Joseph’s
Church and 9.45am after Wednesday 9.10am Mass at
OLHC. .Sacred Heart Girls College, Mary’s Chapel Tuesday 10.00 to 10.30am during term time.
MORNING PRAYER – Monday 8.10am this Monday, Tuesday and Friday 7.40am and Saturday’s 8.10am – Go to
back door of Parish Office building.

MINISTRY TEAM:
Priests: Simon Story, Vui Hoang & Tom Lawn
simon@catholicparishnp.nz
vui@catholicparishnp.nz
tom@catholicparishnp.nz
Accounts Administrator Teresa
accounts@catholicparishnp.nz
Office Administrators Claire OR Ireen 06 757 3682
reception@catholicparishnp.nz
office@catholicparishnp.nz

“My Church” APP
To set up the Parish App on your smart
phone to receive all the latest parish information as soon as it is available, plus the
newsletter.
Step 1:
Step 2:
Step 3:
Step 4:

Text CPNPAPP to 818 to download!
Select what groups you want to ‘follow’
Set up your profile
Try the Give function – we really appreciate

Music Coordinator Amelia
musiccoordinator@catholicparishnp.nz
Young Families Minister Karen
youngfamilyminister@catholicparishnp.nz
Youth Minister Rain
youth@catholicparishnp.nz OR Cellphone: 027 757 3612
Leadership Team leadershipteam@catholicparishnp.nz

