
 

 

Parish Newsletter  
Pānui i te Pārihi  
106 Powderham St, PO Box 32, New Plymouth  
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Emergency Phone 027 224 2100  

24 May 2026 Pentecost Sunday 

Sunday 24 May  
Older Children’s  

Baptism  
1.30pm   

St Joseph’s Church 
 

Sunday 24 May  
School Led Mass 

9:00am  
St Joseph’s Church  

 
Sunday 24 May 
Prayer Ministry  

after Mass 
 at St Joseph’s   

9.00am and 5.30pm    
 Our Lady Help of  

Christians 
10.30am 

 
Friday 29 May  

Hidden Disability  
Sunflower Scheme  

(HDSS)  
Training Workshop  

St Josephs Church Hall 
5.30pm 

(Details on Pg 2) 
 

Saturday 30 May 
Vigil Mass at  

St Joseph’s Church 
5:30pm 

in conjunction with  
Mission Cup  

(Details on Pg 2) 
 

Sunday 31 May 
Youth Mass  

Led by FDMC  
5.30pm 

St Joseph’s Church   
 

Adoration 
Our Lady Help of        

Christians  Church 
Tuesday after 9.10am 

Mass 
 

St Joseph’s Church  
Every Thursday  
Adoration and                  

Reconciliation 7.00pm 

Important Dates 

Pentecost: The Birth of the Church and the Power of the Holy Spirit 

Pentecost, celebrated fifty days after Easter, marks the         

powerful moment when the Holy Spirit descended upon the   

disciples, igniting the mission of the Church and revealing God’s 

presence in a new, transformative way. As described in Acts 2:1

–4, “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in 

one place… All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” This     

dramatic event fulfilled Jesus’ promise that his followers would 

receive divine power, as he said, “You will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses… to 

the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Pentecost reverses division 

and fear, uniting people across languages and cultures and giving the apostles boldness 

to proclaim the gospel; Peter declares, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 

be saved” (Acts 2:21). It is often called the “birthday of the Church,” because from that 

moment the disciples moved from hiding to courageous witness, demonstrating that the 

Christian life is not lived by human strength alone, but through the living, active presence 

of the Spirit who guides, empowers, and renews believers to this day. 

We celebrate Pentecost Sunday this coming Sunday and it would be 

nice to wear your red or yellow or orange clothes that day, we could let 

the church ring with colour. Our Pentecost banners will hang from the 

tower in St. Joseph’s with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Courage,  wisdom, 

right judgement, knowledge, understanding, reverence, awe and wonder.  



 

 

ALPHA – Week Four began once again with a focused 

time of prayer at 5.30pm, gathering the team to        

prepare hearts and minds for the evening ahead. This 

shared moment grounded the session in purpose,     

emphasizing hospitality, openness, and a genuine     

desire to create a space where all feel welcome. 

The evening  centred 

on the video “How Can I 

Have Faith?”,              

exploring what faith is, 

how it    develops, and 

how it can be lived out 

in everyday life. 

Through relatable    

stories and practical insights, the session invited 

guests to reflect on their own perspectives and        

experiences of faith. 

Following the meal and video, small group discussions 

provided space for thoughtful conversation. Guests 

engaged openly, sharing personal reflections and    

asking honest questions. The discussions were marked 

by mutual respect and curiosity, with many continuing 

to express appreciation for the safe and welcoming      

environment Alpha offers—a place to explore life, faith, 

and meaning together. 

David Loving-Molloy will be running a 
Hidden Disability Sunflower Scheme (HDSS) Training Workshop 

at St. Joseph’s Church Hall, 151 Devon Street                           
(under St Joseph’s Church on Powderham Street) 

 on Friday 29th May from 5.30pm – 7.45pm BYO DINNER 
For more information, contact 

David Loving-Molloy:  catholic.deaf@pndiocese.org.nz 

In the interest of justice, the Justice and 
Peace group want to be sure that all    
people who are eligible to vote in the New 
Zealand elections are enrolled so that 
they can exercise their democratic right 
to vote in November this year. 
It is time to be sure you are enrolled to vote. 

You can enrol 

*If you are 18 years or older. 
* If you are a New Zealand citizen or resident for      

electoral purposes, and 
you’ve lived in New      
Zealand continuously for 
12 months or more at 
some time in your life. 
* If your visa does not   
require you to leave within 
a set time 
*If you are 17 you can fill in 
the form now and will    
automatically join the roll 
on your 18th birthday. 
If you’re concerned about 

your personal safety, or 

that of your family, you 

can apply to go on the 

confidential unpublished 

roll. Your enrolment details will be secure and not given 

to anyone. 

For more information… 

Call 0800 36 76 56  or visit https://elections.nz/

contact or  https://vote.nz 

Communion to those who are temporarily unable to 
attend Mass 

Any family member or friend is encouraged to approach 
the priest to get a pyx and a blessing to take             
communion to those who cant attend for now. 

St Vincent De Paul Community Meals       
requires a cook for the third Tuesday (to 
make pudding) and one for the fourth    
Tuesday (to make a pasta bake eg: mac & 
cheese) each month. Please  contact Liz for 
more information.  0226430252, eogooch@gmail.com.  

Vigil Mass: A Vigil Mass will be held at St Joseph’s 
Church on Saturday, 30 May at 5:30pm in conjunction 
with the Mission Cup/Te Toa Shield event, hosted that 
weekend by Sacred Heart Girls’ College. Parishioners 
are warmly invited to join this Mass.  

mailto:catholic.deaf@pndiocese.org.nz
https://elections.nz/contact
https://elections.nz/contact
https://vote.nz
mailto:eogooch@gmail.com


 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Phil Kelsen, Geetha Kutty, 

Salvador DeLuna Sr., Clotilda Dias, Margarida Fernandes, Anastasia Lobo, Sebastiana Dias, Margarida      
Fernandes, Assumption Lobo, Libby D’Souza, Fermine Dias, Eugene Rathos, Flory Fernandes, Paul Radford, 
Regina Andrews,  Kenneth Vickers, Maxine Whitaker, Marian Adamski, Rae & Ivan Edgecombe, Doug Roach, 
John Fleming and Boof Fleming. 

Shirley’s Involvement in Church Music 

Shirley’s involvement in 
Church music was initially 
nurtured in the Methodist 
community at Eltham. She 
was later drawn into the 
Catholic community and     
became involved in the 
Eltham parish. 

In 1965, Shirley and Trevor 
moved to Ōkato. It was at       
St Patrick’s that her            
leadership in music ministry 
truly developed. 

In 1980, Trevor and Shirley 
moved from Ōkato, and 
Shirley began her ministry  leading   music at the 7pm 
evening Mass as it was then. It was a special time, as 
new hymns     became available to enrich liturgies, 
Masses, and      services. 

Shirley was also involved with the Diocese and SHGC, 
Whanganui in the 90’s. Returning to the music ministry 
in the 2000s at St Joseph’s in New Plymouth. She has 
kept her relationship with St. Patrick’s alive down the 
years. 

A Time for Gratitude This is a time to say thank you to 
Shirley for all those years of service. Shirley is stepping 
down from her position as of 7 June 2026.Please come 
and thank God for the gift of Shirley on                             
7 June at 5:30pm Mass. 

Diocesan Hub: Christ, the Light of Nations  Invites 

One and All  

Join us for our next Diocesan Hub as we begin          

exploring Lumen Gentium, Vatican II’s great document 

on the Church. Together, we will reflect on Christ as the 

Light of Nations, the One who guides our path, draws us 

into holiness, and sends us to bear His light to others.  

The afternoon will include prayer, formation, small 

group conversation, and time to be encouraged in faith 

and mission. Diocesan Hubs are free to attend and 

open to all.  

Sunday 31 May | Stratford – Register at https://

forms.office.com/r/si6GpNKWz9   

Location: 90 Miranda Street, West, Stratford 4332  

Time: 12:30pm – 4:30pm (lunch provided)  

A Call to Pray for our Younger Generations  
On Sunday 24 May (Pentecost Sunday), all Christian 
churches are invited to pray for our tamariki and        
rangatahi. This day marks the end of National Youth 
Week, an annual nationwide campaign that runs from   
18 - 24 May 2026 



 

 

ST JOSEPH’S  

106 Powder-

ham St 

New Plymouth 

 

OUR LADY HELP OF 

CHRISTIANS 

24 Clinton St, Fitzroy 

 

BELL BLOCK  

CATHOLIC CENTRE 

138 Parklands Ave 

Bell Block 

 

ST PATRICK’S  

OKATO 

36 Cumming St 

Okato 

CONTACT  US 
Parish Office, 106 Powderham St,  
PO Box 32, New Plymouth (06) 757 3682 
www.catholicparishnp.nz 
Email - office@catholicparishnp.nz 
Office Hours—9.00am to 4.00pm weekdays 
Emergency Phone—027 224 2100 

PRIESTS:  

Fr. Simon Story simon@catholicparishnp.nz 

Tom Lawn  tom@catholicparishnp.nz 

Fr. Sobin   sobin@catholicparishnp.nz 

Fr. Sobin Sebastian Phone 027 255 8097 

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE           
TO 31st MAY FEAST OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 

 

29 
FRI 

    8:00am        St Joseph’s Church   

       8:30am        St Joseph’s Church  
       5:30pm        Our Lady Help of Christians (Vigil Mass) 
       5:30pm     St Joseph’s Church (Vigil Mass)  

        9:00am      St Joseph’s Church  
      10:30am      Our Lady Help of Christians 
        5:30pm        St Joseph’s Church (Youth Mass Led By FDMC) 

         8:00am       St Joseph’s Church 
         9:00am       St Joseph’s School (School Hall) 
         9:10am       Our Lady Help of Christians      

    12:05pm       St Joseph’s Church     

     8:00am  St Joseph’s Church  
     9:10am       Our Lady Help of Christians 

STRATEGIC LEADER  

sl@catholicparishnp.nz 

FINANCE OFFICER  Cynthia 

accounts@catholicparishnp.nz 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION  Ireen 

office@catholicparishnp.nz 

COMMUNICATIONS LEAD  Russell 

communicationslead@catholicparishnp.nz 

YOUNG FAMILIES MINISTER  Karen  

youngfamilyminister@catholicparishnp.nz 

YOUTH MINISTER  Susilo 

youth@catholicparishnp.nz 

MUSIC COORDINATOR  Amelia 

musiccoordinator@catholicparishnp.nz 

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM 

parishleadershipteam@catholicparishnp.nz 

JUSTICE AND PEACE GROUP 

justiceandpeace@catholicparishnp.nz 

SUNDAY READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY          
Feast of The Most Holy Trinity 31 May 2026 
 
1ST READING: Exodus 34.4b-6, 8-9 
 
PSALM:              3 
 
2ND READING: 2 Corinthians 13.11-13 
 
GOSPEL:               John 3.16-18 

     8:00am       St Joseph’s Church 
   10:00am       Sacred Heart’s Girl’s College 
     2:20pm       Francis Douglas Memorial College      

       8:00am       St Joseph’s Church 
    12:05pm       St Joseph’s Church 

 

    MAY 

25 

 MON 

26 
TUE 

27 
WED 

28 
THU 

30 
SAT 

31 
SUN 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
Saturdays 11.30am to 12 noon at St Joseph’s 
Church OR 4.45pm to 5.15pm at OLHC prior to 
the 5.30pm Vigil Mass.  And during Thursday 
7.00pm Adoration at St Joseph’s Church.     
Reconciliation is also available by appointment 
with the priests, by initially phoning the Parish 
Office 757 3682. 

MORNING PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  
Before morning Mass on Monday and Tuesday 
at 7.40am and Saturday 8.10am in the Parish 
Office McKillop Room. Please come to the back 
door of the office building. 

KINGDOM KIDZ CHILDREN’S  LITURGY: 
Our Lady Help of Christians Church: 
Each Sunday at 10.30am Mass    
Children’s Liturgy in St John Bosco 
School  Library. If children under 
four years wish to be part of         
Children's Liturgy, we ask that they are                   
accompanied by their parent.  

St Joseph’s Church: There will be no Children’s 
Liturgy on 24th May as it is St. Joseph’s school  
led mass      

LITTLE ANGELS MUSIC AND PLAY 

GROUP FOR PRESCHOOLERS at Our 

Lady Help of Christians. Music, play and 

morning tea. 9.00am during the school 

term.  For more details contact Amelia at                   

musiccoordinator@catholicparishnp.nz  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

We are delighted to be approaching a special milestone in the life 

of St Joseph’s Catholic School, and we warmly invite past stu-

dents, staff, and families to join us in this joyful celebration of this 

Mission Sister’s historic and iconic school. This will be a meaning-

ful time to come together in fellowship, to reconnect, and to give 

thanks for the spiritual purpose and history of the school, and the 

many memories and blessings shared within our school             

community. 

Please mark your calendars for Friday 23 October, Saturday 24 October, and Sunday 25 October. 

We kindly ask you to complete the “Register Your Interest” form here:                                                                           

https://docs.google.com/.../1FAIpQLSeUuzs83RR.../viewform... 

As our planning continues and we gain a clearer idea of numbers attending, further details will be shared here. In the 

spirit of community, please feel free to pass this invitation on to others who have been part of St Joseph’s Catholic 

School, so we can gather as widely as possible. 

In the meantime, we invite you to stay connected by following our   Facebook page, where you can see the life and 

spirit of our school as it continues today. 

We look forward to welcoming you back, renewing   connections, and celebrating together as a faith-filled whānau.    

For further updates, the following is the official         

Centenary   Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61576850039718  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUuzs83RRA4zSZ54j6f-0iHNFXeK8Ldj4oLeYBjbq5ekrNNQ/viewform?usp=header&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExaER1N3pvMThMbVRocHYydnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6ITFmS6kQxbZ8MrEJ9faB9Nm90x3_ciftWgO6sASN0QxhuYguea7C
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUuzs83RRA4zSZ54j6f-0iHNFXeK8Ldj4oLeYBjbq5ekrNNQ/viewform?usp=header&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExaER1N3pvMThMbVRocHYydnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6ITFmS6kQxbZ8MrEJ9faB9Nm90x3_ciftWgO6sASN0QxhuYguea7C
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61576850039718&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZYDl_pq2aE_9CCLHY_laNSuMK80YGQz_leDtwFGrxgvRncHFOcMuqGCz9V4rbvRoRkgNP9KacMWCNNRQzN40kEuBHkpoOsN_WaeHOCdKfNtjXYShh-q2sasprow83iAk2FLyibnrZuXh92YZujT2iiX_AtNfRIx_Zlt6NeLseFIRdgT7RGqCWcMUjYvr


 

 

For Pentecost Sunday  
18 – 24 May 2026   

WEEKLY DIOCESAN UPDATES  

 
Diocesan Hub: Christ, the Light of Nations  
 
Join us for our next Diocesan Hub as we begin exploring Lumen Gentium, 
Vatican II’s great document on the Church. Together, we will reflect on 
Christ as the Light of Nations, the One who guides our path, draws us into 
holiness, and sends us to bear His light to others.  
 
The afternoon will include prayer, formation, small group conversation, and 
time to be encouraged in faith and mission. Diocesan Hubs are free to at-
tend and open to all.  
 
Saturday 30 May | Whanganui – Register at https://forms.office.com/r/
si6GpNKWz9    
Location: 1 Campbell Street, Whanganui 4500  
Time: 12:30pm – 4:30pm (lunch provided)  
 
Sunday 31 May | Stratford – Register at https://forms.office.com/r/si6GpNKWz9 

Location: 90 Miranda Street, West, Stratford 4332  
Time: 12:30pm – 4:30pm (lunch provided) 

World Youth Day 2027 | Seoul, South Korea 

Young adults aged 18 – 35 are invited to  

attend WYD27, where millions of young Catholics will gather. The NZ bishops  

aim to bring 500 young people. Fill out the expression of interest form at  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLScfUWcTPgzkxtwlH86NPEnHqvdt2scpc1nkj_4WjzGrbx4WKQ/viewform 

Billings Life Seminar  

 
Billings Life NZ will host a two-day Natural Fertility Awareness 

seminar in Whanganui on June 19 and 20. The event is de-

signed for couples using or considering the Billings Ovulation 

Method, health professionals or others wanting to learn more 

about the method, and people interested in becoming accredit-

ed Billings teachers. Find out more and register at 

www.billingslife.org.nz/training-seminar    

https://forms.office.com/r/si6GpNKWz9
https://forms.office.com/r/si6GpNKWz9
https://forms.office.com/r/si6GpNKWz9
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfUWcTPgzkxtwlH86NPEnHqvdt2scpc1nkj_4WjzGrbx4WKQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfUWcTPgzkxtwlH86NPEnHqvdt2scpc1nkj_4WjzGrbx4WKQ/viewform


 

 

Rebuild My Church | Dr Mary Healy 

In June, internationally renowned Catholic theologian Dr Mary Healy will be in 

Hamilton for a three-day formation series, (June 9–11) exploring the power of 

God’s Word, the life of the Holy Spirit, and our call to live our faith today. 

Known around the world for her engaging teaching on Scripture and the Holy Spir-

it, Dr Healy helps people hear God’s voice more clearly and grow in confidence in 

the gifts He gives for the building up of the Church. Full details and registration are   

available at                                                                                                                            

https://www.eventzilla.net/e/rebuild-my-church--dr-mary-healy-2138676397 

Prophetic Intercession Training 
 
Chevalier Cyril John from the CHARIS International Intercession Commission will be in 
Auckland to lead a two‑day formation on Prophetic Intercession. Cyril John has spent 
many years teaching and forming intercessors around the world. 
 
Intercession is urgently needed in our Church and communities, and all who feel called 
to this ministry are encouraged to attend. The training will be held 11–12 May 2026 at 
Christ the King Church, Mt Roskill.  
Registrations are now open: https://prophetic-intercession-training-with-cyril-
john.lilregie.com 

Kopua Habitat Restoration  
  
The Kopua Habitat Restoration Project helps to revive a precious remnant of native bush at the Southern Star Ab-
bey in Kopua, Central Hawke’s Bay – restoring biodiversity through planting, pest control, and community working 
bees.  
  
The next working bee will be held on Saturday 30 May at 9am. Please register with Mike at stonem@xtra.co.nz by 
Wednesday 27 May for catering purposes.  
  
Activities will include weeding, some planting, and preparation for major planting in July. Work will also continue on 
the new storage shed.  
  
If you’re able, please consider coming along and being part of this meaningful work.  

Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship – 40th Anniversary 
 
The Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship will hold its 40th anniversary celebration on 14
–16 August.  
 
Further information and registration details are available at              
https://menforchrist.wufoo.com/forms/joshua-40th-anniversary-celebration-rotorua  

Rebuild%20My%20Church%20|%20Dr%20Mary%20Healy
https://menforchrist.wufoo.com/forms/joshua-40th-anniversary-celebration-rotorua


 

 

MEN’S VOCATION RETREAT | 26 – 28 June A relaxed weekend of prayer, honest conversation and space to lis-

ten. You'll have time to ask real questions, meet other men discerning their vocation and encounter God without 

pressure. 

WHEN:  5.00pm Friday 26  June to  3.00pm Sunday 28 June. WHERE: Magnificat Retreat Centre, Featherston.                                                                

Contact Fr Trung to register: pettrung89@gmail.com 


