
 

 

Parish Newsletter  
Pānui i te Pārihi  
106 Powderham St, PO Box 32, New Plymouth  

Phone (06) 757 3682 | 9am to 4pm 

office@catholicparishnp.nz      www.catholicparishnp.nz 

Emergency Phone 027 224 2100  

3 May 2026   Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Anointing Mass 
St Joseph’s Church  

Saturday 2 May 
10.30am 

 

Adoration 
Bell Block Catholic 

Centre 
Friday 1 May 4.00pm 

 
Our Lady Help of  

Christians  Church 
Sunday 3 May 3.00pm 

 
Our Lady Help of  

Christians  Church 
Tuesday after 9.10am 

Mass 
 

St Joseph’s Church  
Every Thursday 
Adoration and             

Reconciliation 7.00pm 
 

Prayer Ministry 10 May 
at 9.00am St Joseph 
and 10.30am OLHC 

Mass 
 

St Pius X School Led 
Mass 9.00am 

St Joseph’s Church 
17th May 2026 

 
St Joseph’s School 
Led Mass 9.00am- 

St Joseph’s              
24th May 2026 

 
Older Children’s  

Baptism                      
Sunday  24 May 1.30pm   

St Joseph’s Church 

Important Dates 



 

 

Apostoli Viae (AV) Eastertide Gospel En-
counter   

Stressed? Lacking clarity or direction? Want 

to experience His healing and love? You are 

all warmly invited! We continue to open our hearts our 

Risen Christ amidst the confusion and stress of living as 

we are refreshed and energised in listening to the living 

Word - our Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

Mark your diaries for the next Gospel Encounter: 

WHEN: Wednesday 6 May 2026  7.00pm to 8.15pm.  

Doors open 6.45pm for welcome cuppa and chat 

WHERE: Our Lady Help of Christians Church foyer, Clin-

ton St, Fitzroy. 

Subsequent meeting: every fortnight. Come and See. 

Contact Christina jp2padua2020@gmail.com               or 

Jaime jzle012@gmail.com  for more details  

TAX RECEIPTS: The tax year ended 31 March 2026 and 

tax receipts for parish donations have been issued dur-

ing the week. If we had a current email address for do-

nors, receipts have been emailed, unless you have spe-

cifically requested a printed copy. If we did not have a 

current email address a paper copy has been printed and 

these have been left in the appropriate church foyer. If 

you would prefer a paper copy tax receipt to an emailed 

receipt, please advise the Parish Office and we will print 

a copy. If you have any que-

ries concerning the re-

ceipts, again please con-

tact the Parish Office.   

ROSTERS: We are beginning to make the rosters for the 

next 3 months, June, July, August. If you have any spe-

cial requests, please contact the roster co-ordinator or  

the Parish Office for St Joseph’s, or Helen Chitty 

helen4sun@hotmail.com for Our Lady Help of Christians. 

This roster covers the July school holidays. 

GOSPEL REFLECTION BOOKLETS are available in the 

church foyers today. They contain the Sun-

day readings (first and second) and the 

Gospel readings from May to July. These 

are very useful for all those who wish to 

prepare for Mass by looking at the readings 

prior to Mass,  the lectors and those who 

take communion to the sick.  But they are available for 

all. Look for the blue cover. We have plenty of copies. 

5.30pm MASS 3rd MAY:  This Mass, Sunday 

3 May the evening Mass at St Joseph’s will be 

led by the Year 13 students from Sacred 

Heart Girls College. They  are arranging this 

Mass as a thank you for the use of the parish 

hall for their upcoming formal. “We are so grateful for the 

parish’s generosity and thank you for your continuous 

support of Manawa Tapu. We look forward to seeing you 

all there!” 

ALPHA:  Our Alpha season has 

began. On Thursday 23 April  71 

guests gathered in the hall for 

what would be their first night. 

With the guests there were 30 

plus volunteers in a number of 

roles. We gave thanks for all 

who had led us to this first 

opening night.  The prayer, the 

planning, the preparation. We 

will gather on Thursdays for the 

next nine weeks. Please keep 

this programme in your prayers.      

Come Holy Spirit Come. 

MEN’S VOCATION RETREAT | 26 – 28 June A relaxed 

weekend of prayer, honest conversation and space to 

listen. You'll have time to ask real questions, meet other 

men discerning their vocation and encounter God with-

out pressure. 

WHEN:  5.00pm Friday 26  

June to  3.00pm Sunday 28 

June.  

WHERE: Magnificat Retreat 

Centre, Featherston.                                                                

Contact Fr Trung to register:  

pettrung89@gmail.com 

MARIAN MOTHERS: The next Marian Moth-

er's Meeting is Thursday 7th May at 7.00pm 

to 8.30pm. To be held at Paulines, 101 

Liardet Street, NP.  Phone 06 758 2859 for 

more details. Please bring a small sharing 

plate. Look forward to seeing you all.  

MASS AT ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL: During term two 

Mass will often be celebrated on Tuesday morning 

9.00am in St Joseph’s School hall. Parishioners are wel-

come to come to the Mass. Check the coming weeks 

timetable on page 4.  

mailto:jp2padua2020@gmail.com
mailto:jzle012@gmail.com


 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED FAMILY AND FRIENDS:                              
Clare Vale, Jenny Lovegrove,  Phil Kelsen, Wally Leuthard, Irene Offord, James O’Connor, Betty Fleming, 
Marie Leuthard, Molly Radich, Kevin Slattery, Jenny Drysdale, Judy Scott and Marie Anderson.     

ST CARLO ACUTIS EXIBITION was held last weekend  

in this parish. If you weren't 

able to attend, the exhibi-

tion is in Stratford over the 

weekend, 1 May to 3 May. 

Friday 9am to 5pm, Satur-

day 9am to 5pm, and Sun-

day 11am to 1.30pm.             

 

In Palmerston North the 

relics of St Carlo Acutis will 

be displayed in the Cathe-

dral of the Holy Spirit in 

Palmerston North from 10 – 

13 June 2026, providing an 

opportunity for prayer and 

reflection, at this signifi-

cant diocesan event. 

Easter Sunday,  Mary-Jane was baptised at Bell Block 

Catholic Centre. Pictured here with her parents, god-

parents, supporters and  celebrant Fr Bruce. Welcome 

to our parish community Mary-Jane. 

Susilo, our Youth Leader,  who man-
aged the New Plymouth part of the 
exhibition in the parish and at the 
schools. 

St Joseph's School New 
Plymouth  Centenary              
23-25 October 2026                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

St Joseph’s Catholic 
School invites former stu-
dents, staff, and families to 
attend this significant mile-
stone. The event will take place Friday 23 October 
to  Sunday 25 October.   
 

Those interested are asked to register at  

St Joseph's School New Plymouth Centenary Registra-
tion: Labour Weekend 2026   

Follow the official Centenary Facebook page for more 
information and updates: https://www.facebook.com/
profile.php?id=61576850039718    

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUuzs83RRA4zSZ54j6f-0iHNFXeK8Ldj4oLeYBjbq5ekrNNQ/viewform?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExaER1N3pvMThMbVRocHYydnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6ITFmS6kQxbZ8MrEJ9faB9Nm90x3_ciftWgO6sASN0QxhuYguea7C5czoBgQ_aem
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUuzs83RRA4zSZ54j6f-0iHNFXeK8Ldj4oLeYBjbq5ekrNNQ/viewform?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExaER1N3pvMThMbVRocHYydnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6ITFmS6kQxbZ8MrEJ9faB9Nm90x3_ciftWgO6sASN0QxhuYguea7C5czoBgQ_aem
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61576850039718
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61576850039718


 

 

ST JOSEPH’S  

106 Powderham St 

New Plymouth 

 

OUR LADY HELP OF 

CHRISTIANS 

24 Clinton St, Fitzroy 

 

BELL BLOCK  

CATHOLIC CENTRE 

138 Parklands Ave 

Bell Block 

 

ST PATRICK’S  

OKATO 

36 Cumming St 

Okato 

CONTACT  US 
Parish Office, 106 Powderham St,  
PO Box 32, New Plymouth (06) 757 3682 
www.catholicparishnp.nz 
Email - office@catholicparishnp.nz 
Office Hours—9.00am to 4.00pm weekdays 
Emergency Phone—027 224 2100 

PRIESTS:  

Fr. Simon Story simon@catholicparishnp.nz 

Tom Lawn  tom@catholicparishnp.nz 

Fr. Sobin   sobin@catholicparishnp.nz 

Fr. Sobin Sebastian Phone 027 255 8097 

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE           
TO 10th MAY SECOND  SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 

8 
FRI 

   8.00am        St Joseph’s Church   

       8.30am        St Joseph’s Church  
       5.30pm        Our Lady Help of Christians (Vigil Mass) 
       6.00pm        St Patrick’s Church Okato (Vigil Mass) 

        9.00am   St Joseph’s Church 
      10.30am   Our Lady Help of Christians Church 
      10.30am   Nga Pekanga  (Cnr Bayly St and Princess St Waitara)                                     

      5.30pm      St Joseph’s Church   Junior Youth Mass 

   8.00am        St Joseph’s Church 
   9.00am        St Josephs School Hall Calvert Road.  
   9.10am        Our Lady Help of Christians                                                                      
12.05pm        St Joseph’s Church  

   8.00am St Joseph’s Church  
   9.10am        Our Lady Help of Christians 

STRATEGIC LEADER  Giniya 

sl@catholicparishnp.nz 

FINANCE OFFICER  Cynthia 

accounts@catholicparishnp.nz 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION  Ireen 

office@catholicparishnp.nz 

COMMUNICATIONS LEAD  Russell 

communicationslead@catholicparishnp.nz 

YOUNG FAMILIES MINISTER  Karen  

youngfamilyminister@catholicparishnp.nz 

YOUTH MINISTER  Susilo 

youth@catholicparishnp.nz 

MUSIC COORDINATOR  Amelia 

musiccoordinator@catholicparishnp.nz 

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM 

parishleadershipteam@catholicparishnp.nz 

JUSTICE AND PEACE GROUP 

justiceandpeace@catholicparishnp.nz 

SUNDAY READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY          
Sixth Sunday of Easter 10 May 2026 
 
1ST READING: Acts 8.5-8, 14-17 
 
PSALM:              66 
 
2ND READING: 1 Peter 3.15-18 
 
GOSPEL:               John 14.15-21 

    8.00am        St Joseph’s Church 
   10:00am      Sacred Heart’s College  

    2:20pm        Francis Douglas Memorial College 

     8.00am        St Joseph’s Church 
     9.00am   St Pius X school (Philomena Hall) 
     12.05pm        St Joseph’s Church     

 

   MAY 

4 
MON 

5 
TUE 

6 
WED 

7 
THU 

9 
SAT 

10 
SUN 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
Saturdays 11.30am to 12 noon at St Joseph’s 
Church OR 4.45pm to 5.15pm at OLHC prior to 
the 5.30pm Vigil Mass.  And during Thursday 
7.00pm Adoration at St Joseph’s Church. Rec-
onciliation is also available by appointment with 
the priests, by initially phoning the Parish Office 
757 3682. 

MORNING PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  
Before morning Mass on Monday and Tuesday 
at 7.40am and Saturday 8.10am in the Parish 
Office McKillop Room. Please come to the back 
door of the office building. 

KINGDOM KIDZ CHILDREN’S  LITURGY: 
Our Lady Help of Christians Church: 
Each Sunday at 10.30am Mass 
Children’s Liturgy in St John 
Bosco School  Library. If chil-
dren under four years wish to be 
part of Children's Liturgy, we 
ask that they are accompanied 
by their parent. 
 

St Joseph’s Church: Every Sunday during 
9.00am Mass in the church foyer.  

Little Angels Music and play group 
for preschoolers at Our Lady Help of 
Christians will resume for Term II 
Monday 4 May at 9.00am.  For more 
details please contact Amelia at     
musiccoordinaor@catholicparishnp.nz 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Carlo Acutis Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition | 23 April – 13 June 

The Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition consists of 40 panels of Eucharistic miracles from around the world, gathered 
and presented by St Carlo Acutis. Carlo was 15 when he died, and this exhibition is his gift to the Church. 

The exhibition then travels to: Stratford (30 Apr–6 May), Whanganui (7–13 May), Napier (14–20 May), Hastings (21–27 
May). Palmerston North (28 May–13 Jun). 

St Carlo Acutis arrives at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North, 10 –13 June 2026. The Relic Mission 
brings Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, veneration of the relic, and talks. Further details available end of April. 

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College | Enrolment for Semester Two 2026 

Enrol for theology courses at Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College this Semester 2, whether you’re starting or 

continuing your journey of faith. Study full-time or part-time, on-campus or online. Enrolment for Bachelor of Divinity 

and Graduate Diploma in Theology opens on 28 April. For courses offered, go to www.tekupenga.ac.nz/timetables  

 

 

Upcoming Webinar  

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College will hold its second webinar on the 
WYD2027 Webinar Series, titled “Courage: A call for young people to be bold 
and confident in their faith”, with Bishop Michael Gielen as speaker. This will 
be on Tuesday, 05 May 2026, 5-6pm via Zoom. Find out more and register at 
www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinars-2026  

 

Urgent Need for Christian Foster Parents 

The Open Home Foundation is calling on any Christians who feel called to 
be foster parents. You can make a difference, if just for a weekend, a 
week or long-term. 

Contact Jo.Berrington-Hince@ohf.org.nz for more information.       You 
can also watch their promo video here:                                                                                                                     
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S9cmZ6XyMGr4n2iVOe49VhzNepTy-
YT5/view 

 

for the Fifth Sunday of Easter  
27 April – 3 May 2026   

WEEKLY DIOCESAN UPDATES  

Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship – 40th Anniversary 

The Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship will hold its 40th anniversary 
celebration on 14–16 August. Further information and registration 
details are available at https://menforchrist.wufoo.com/forms/
joshua-40th-anniversary-celebration-rotorua 

http://www.tekupenga.ac.nz/timetables
http://www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinars-2026
mailto:Jo.Berrington-Hince@ohf.org.nz
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S9cmZ6XyMGr4n2iVOe49VhzNepTy-YT5/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S9cmZ6XyMGr4n2iVOe49VhzNepTy-YT5/view
https://menforchrist.wufoo.com/forms/joshua-40th-anniversary-celebration-rotorua
https://menforchrist.wufoo.com/forms/joshua-40th-anniversary-celebration-rotorua


 

 

 

Prayer Retreat for Women | Magnificat Re-

treat Centre, Featherston 

All women are warmly invited to a Prayer Re-

treat for Women, a weekend to step away from 

daily life and grow in prayer. The retreat in-

cludes talks exploring the meaning of prayer, 

why we pray, and how to deepen our prayer 

through humility, along with time for personal 

prayer, Holy Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, and 

spiritual direction. 

The retreat begins with dinner at 6pm Friday 15 
May and concludes 3pm Sunday 17 May after 
the final session and Rosary. To register: 
https://www.trybooking.com/nz/BBMC 

Rebuild My Church | Dr Mary Healy 

In June, internationally renowned Catholic theologian Dr Mary Healy will 
be in Hamilton for a three-day formation series, (June 9–11) exploring the 
power of God’s Word, the life of the Holy Spirit, and our call to live our 
faith today. 

Known around the world for her engaging teaching on Scripture and the 
Holy Spirit, Dr Healy helps people hear God’s voice more clearly and 
grow in confidence in the gifts He gives for the building up of the Church. 
Full details and registration are available at                                                                                                                            
https://www.eventzilla.net/e/rebuild-my-church--dr-mary-healy-
2138676397 

 

 

World Youth Day 2027 | Seoul, South 

Korea 

Young adults aged 18 – 35 are invited to  
attend WYD27, where millions of young 
 Catholics will gather. The NZ bishops  
aim to bring 500 young people. Fill out  
the expression of interest form at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLScfUWcTPgzkxtwlH86NPEnHqvdt2scpc1nkj_4WjzGrbx4WKQ/
viewform 
 

 

 

 

Prophetic Intercession Training  

Chevalier Cyril John from the CHARIS International Intercession Commission will 

be in Auckland to lead a two day formation on Prophetic Intercession. Cyril John 

has spent many years teaching and forming intercessors around the world. 

Intercession is urgently needed in our Church and communities, and all who feel 
called to this ministry are encouraged to attend. The training will be held 11–12 May 
2026 at Christ the King Church, Mt Roskill. Registrations are now open: https://
prophetic-intercession-training-with-cyril-john.lilregie.com 

https://www.trybooking.com/nz/BBMC
Rebuild%20My%20Church%20|%20Dr%20Mary%20Healy
Rebuild%20My%20Church%20|%20Dr%20Mary%20Healy
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfUWcTPgzkxtwlH86NPEnHqvdt2scpc1nkj_4WjzGrbx4WKQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfUWcTPgzkxtwlH86NPEnHqvdt2scpc1nkj_4WjzGrbx4WKQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfUWcTPgzkxtwlH86NPEnHqvdt2scpc1nkj_4WjzGrbx4WKQ/viewform
https://prophetic-intercession-training-with-cyril-john.lilregie.com
https://prophetic-intercession-training-with-cyril-john.lilregie.com


 

 

MEN’S VOCATION RETREAT | 26 – 28 June A relaxed weekend of prayer, honest conversation and space to listen. 

You'll have time to ask real questions, meet other men discerning their vocation and encounter God without pressure.  

WHEN:  5.00pm Friday 26  June to  3.00pm Sunday 28 June. WHERE: Magnificat Retreat Centre, Featherston.                                                                

Contact Fr Trung to register: pettrung89@gmail.com 



 

 


