
 

 

Parish Newsletter  
Pānui i te Pārihi  
106 Powderham St, PO Box 32, New Plymouth  
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office@catholicparishnp.nz                   www.catholicparishnp.nz 

Emergency Phone 027 224 2100  

  11th October 2026  28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Adoration 

Thursday Evenings 
St Joseph’s Church 

7.00pm 
 

Tuesdays at OLHC 
(after 9:10am Mass) 
9:35am to 10:30am 

 
Wednesday, 7th October  

AV Gospel Encounter 
Our Lady Help Of            

Christians                    
7.00pm-8.15pm 

 
Sunday, 11 October  

Feast of St. Carlos Acutis  
Youth Mass 

St Joseph’s Church 
5:30pm 

 
Sunday 11th October 
Prayer Ministry after 
9.00am and 5:30pm 

Masses at St Joseph’s 
Church and 10.30am 

OLHC Mass 
 

Wednesday, 14th October  

Unlocking the  
Mystery of the Bible 

Our Lady                        
Help of Christians 

7.00pm-8.15pm 
 

Fri-Sat 23rd-25th           
October 2026 

St Joseph's School New 
Plymouth Centenary 

 
Saturday 24th October  
Justice and Peace Group 
Come with us to Parihaka 

 in the afternoon 
(Details on Pg 2) 

Important Dates Dear Parishioners, 
 
The mission of the Church, the mission of Jesus is your mission. 
We are disciples of Jesus who help people to encounter Jesus 
Christ, to be followers of him. Transformed lives lead to a           
transformed world. Our world needs what Jesus offers and     

mission needs to be resourced. It takes your donations to hold our events, to pay our staff, 
to maintain our buildings, to form community. It is good for you to give because it is your 
mission. When your money goes into Jesus' mission, then it is happening because of your 
contribution - you are personally invested. You share in the work and in the outcomes of our 
parish - our portion of this universal work of God's. Please join planned giving and please 
make a sacrifice for the mission here in New  Plymouth. Information pamphlets are on your 
seats and in the foyer.  

Thank you.  Fr Simon   

PARISH  

PRIEST 

Fr Simon Story 

                               Mission Sunday 
Every year, Mission Sunday is celebrated on the penultimate            
Sunday in October. This year, it falls on 18 October, and we 
mark the 100th anniversary of Mission Sunday being                
established as a celebration for the whole Church. For this 
important occasion, Pope Leo XIV chose the theme, “One in 
Christ, United in Mission.” 
 
We in New Zealand have been blessed with a rich missionary heritage. Our priests,                  
religious and lay people have served in many corners of the world, often quietly and                     
sacrificially. Their witness continues today through missionaries who bring education, 
healthcare, dignity and the love of Christ to communities in great need. 
 
Your prayer, your generosity and your solidarity make a real difference. Every contribution 
— large or small — helps build churches, train catechists, support the formation of                   
indigenous priests, support children’s education and their healthcare, and strengthen              
communities of faith around the world that rely on us. Even if someone is unable to support 
the Pope’s missionary efforts financially, they can still pray and motivate others to do the 
same, helping all people to embrace a missionary spirit just like St Thérèse of Lisieux, the 
patroness saint of the Mission, did within the confines of her monastery. 
 
We encourage you to support the initiatives and promotions in the coming weeks organised 
by Fr Michael Pui, the national director of The Pontifical Mission Societies (TPMS). That will 
help to embed a missionary outlook in every Catholic this Mission 
Sunday and beyond. 
 
Let us be One in Christ, United in Mission. May God bless you for 
your support and leadership. 
In Christ,  
 Stephen Lowe, Bishop of Auckland  
 Michael Dooley, Bishop of Dunedin 
 Paul Martin SM, Archbishop of Wellington  
 Michael Gielen, Bishop of Christchurch 
 John Adams, Bishop of Palmerston North  
 Richard Laurenson, Bishop of Hamilton 



 

 

JUSTICE AND PEACE GROUP: 
Pope Leo and Catholics around the world will 
be gathering to pray for peace in the world 
on Tuesday October 27th. 

 
On this date forty years ago, in 1986, Pope St. John Paul 
11 gathered religious leaders from all around the world to 
pray for World Peace in Assisi  
 
The Justice and Peace group will be meeting at 5:45 on 
Monday October 12th in the Nga Motu 
room in the Parish Office.  Please 
come along and help us prepare our  
Catholic Parish of New Plymouth     
Prayers for Peace service that we will 
be holding in St Joseph’s Church at 
7pm on October 27th. 

Last chance to add you name to the list of parishioners 
going to Parihaka on the afternoon of Saturday October 
24th  
 
If you want to come with us, please email  
Justiceandpeace@catholicparishnp.nz 
Or phone the Parish Office                         
(06) 757 3682 or phone or text Joan 211100775    In Session 4 of the Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible, we 

cover the 3rd and 4th time periods, Egypt & Exodus and 
Desert Wanderings. At the end of the Patriarchs period, 
Joseph brought Jacob’s family to Egypt during the        
famine. Over 350 years, the Israelites became slaves. 
God then used Moses to deliver them from slavery and 
lead them out of Egypt. They are then led into the desert 
where God teaches them to trust him, which takes them 
another 40 years. A new generation has to learn to walk 
in faith. 
Come along and discover how God was not only freeing 
Israel from slavery, but also teaching them to trust Him, 
depend on Him, and walk by faith. In the same way, God 
continues to teach and shape us throughout our own 
journey of faith. 
 
Wednesday, 14th October, 7-8:30pm, Our Lady’s Help 
of Christian church, Fitzroy 
Everyone is welcome! If you have any questions or need 
more information, feel free to email Albert: 
ahjchow@gmail.com   

CWL AGM MEETING: Thursday 15th October 
At 12 midday in the Supper Room.  
Bring a small plate for a shared lunch. 
Bring a baby photo for a "funtime" guessing 
game. 

MISSION SUNDAY  SPECIAL COLLECTION 

SUNDAY 19 OCTOBER: We 

celebrate Mission Sunday 19 

October when Catholics unite 

worldwide in prayer,                         

solidarity, and support for the 

Church’s missionary effort. A 

collection is taken up at            

Sunday Masses to support Pope Leo’s missionary                     

endeavours.  

Specially marked envelopes were attached to the news-

letter last week. More are available in the foyers. Those 

who donate by planned  giving will have a white Mission 

Special Collection envelope with their new envelopes. 

Alternatively, you can donate via online banking to The 

Catholic Parish of New Plymouth bank account 02 0630 

0288002 03. Please include your name as the payee and 

use ‘Missionz’ as the reference and your planned giving 

number if you have one. And of course putting cash in the 

plate contributes as well. 

Copies of Missionz Newsletter is 

available in the Foyer.  

To donate direct to Missionz Special 

envelopes are in the foyer, or bank 

account numbers.  

Connect Groups 
 

I have met people ready to join a weekday gathering as a 
connect group and grow in their discipleship of Jesus 
Christ. Groups already exist and are doing this. Would 
you like to be part of a connect group? It has been found 
that people who meet together to learn, converse and be 
challenged by the witness of faith in another, do grow in 
faith and understanding of discipleship. If you would like 
to be part of a connect group, please put your name and 
contact on the clip board in the foyer. I would love to see 
connect groups growing in our parish. God bless,                                                     
Fr. Simon 



 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Alistar Simmers, Maree Keegan, Jullie Mullin, John 
Leuthard, Patrica Thorn, Judy Scott, Steve Chamany, John and Helena Mulligan, John and Joan Bell,                      
Leo and Mary Buchanan. 

Youth Mass—Feast of St. Carlos Acutis 

Join us for a special Junior & Senior Youth Mass as we 

celebrate the Feast Day of St Carlo Acutis, a modern-day 

saint who inspires young people to live their faith with 

courage and joy. 

We warmly invite all junior youth, senior youth, and their 

families to come together for this           

celebration of faith, fellowship, and  

community. 

Date:        Sunday, 11 October 2026 

Time:        5:30 PM 

Venue:     St Joseph’s Church 

The sunflower is a simple tool for you to share that you 
have a non-visible disability. condition or chronic illness. 
Simply by wearing the Sunflower, you’re just letting   
everyone know that you might need extra help,            
understanding, or just more time. 
 
If you see someone wearing a sunflower badge or wrist 
band or lanyard you will know that they  need you to 
consider that they have a disability that you can’t see. 



 

 

ST JOSEPH’S  

106  

Powderham 

St, 

New Plymouth 

 

OUR LADY HELP OF 

CHRISTIANS 

24 Clinton St, Fitzroy 

 

BELL BLOCK  

CATHOLIC CENTRE 

138 Parklands Ave, 

Bell Block 

 

ST PATRICK’S  

OKATO 

36 Cumming St, 

Okato 

CONTACT  US 
Parish Office, 106 Powderham St,  
PO Box 32, New Plymouth (06) 757 3682 
www.catholicparishnp.nz 
Email - office@catholicparishnp.nz 
Office Hours—9.00am to 4.00pm weekdays 
Emergency Phone—027 224 2100 

PRIESTS:  

Fr. Simon Story    simon@catholicparishnp.nz 

Tom Lawn     tom@catholicparishnp.nz 

Fr. Sobin      sobin@catholicparishnp.nz 

Fr. Sobin Sebastian Phone 027 255 8097 

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE            
TO 18TH OCTOBER THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

16 
FRI 

  8:00am       St Joseph’s Church 

   9:00am  St Joseph’s Church   
 10:30am  Our Lady Help of Christians 
    5:30pm        St Joseph’s Church 

   8:00am       St Joseph’s Church  
   9:10am       Our Lady Help of Christians  
 12:05pm       St Joseph’s Church  

 8:00am       St Joseph’s Church  
 9:10am       Our Lady Help of Christians (Liturgy of the Word with Communion) 

STRATEGIC LEADER  Richard 

sl@catholicparishnp.nz 

FINANCE OFFICER  Cynthia 

accounts@catholicparishnp.nz 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION  Ireen 

office@catholicparishnp.nz 

COMMUNICATIONS LEAD  Russell 

communicationslead@catholicparishnp.nz 

YOUNG FAMILIES MINISTER  Karen  

youngfamilyminister@catholicparishnp.nz 

YOUTH MINISTER   Louise 

youth@catholicparishnp.nz 

MUSIC COORDINATOR  Amelia 

musiccoordinator@catholicparishnp.nz 

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM 

parishleadershipteam@catholicparishnp.nz 

JUSTICE AND PEACE GROUP 

justiceandpeace@catholicparishnp.nz 

SUNDAY READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 18 October  
 
1ST READING:     Isiah 45.1, 4-6  
 

PSALM:               96 
            
2ND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1.1-5ab 

GOSPEL:               Mathew 22.1-14 or 22.1-10 

   8:00am       St Joseph’s Church (Liturgy of the Word with Communion) 

     No Mass at Sacred Hearts Girls College  
                 and Francis Douglas Memorial College Chapel 

  8:00am        St Joseph’s Church 
  9:00am        St. Pius X School (Philomena Hall) 
12:05pm        St Joseph’s Church 

    17   

     SAT 

13 
TUE 

14 
WED 

15 
THU 

18 
 SUN 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 

Saturdays 11.30am to 12 noon at St Joseph’s 
Church OR 4.45pm to 5.15pm at OLHC prior to 
the 5.30pm Vigil Mass.  And during Thursday 
7.00pm Adoration at St Joseph’s Church.        
Reconciliation is also available by appointment 
with the priests, by initially phoning the Parish 
Office 757 3682. 

MORNING PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: 
 

Before morning Mass on Monday and Tuesday 
at 7.40am and Saturday 8.10am in the Parish 
Office Mary McKillop Room. Please come to 
the back door of the office building. 

KINGDOM KIDZ CHILDREN’S                   
LITURGY: 
Our Lady Help of Christians: 
  

Each Sunday at 10:30am in the St John Bosco 
School Library.  No Children’s Liturgy on 4th          
October; (First Sunday of the school holidays) 
but will resume on 11 October. 
 

St Joseph’s Church: Each Sunday at 9.00am 
Mass in the church foyer. 

LITTLE ANGELS MUSIC AND PLAY 

GROUP FOR PRESCHOOLERS 
 

There will be no Little Angels Music and 

Play Group for pre-schoolers during the school 

and on 12th Oct. It restarts 19th Oct.  For more 

details contact Amelia at                                                                      

musiccoordinator@catholicparishnp.nz  

 

   8:30am         St Joseph’s Church 
   5:30pm         Our Lady Help of Christians (Vigil Mass) 

   6:00pm         St Patrick’s Church Okato (Vigil Mass)  

OCT 

12 
MON 



 

 

for the Twenty - Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
5 - 11 October 2026  

WEEKLY DIOCESAN UPDATES  

October Mission Hub: Worship: More Than Music   
 
Celebrating One Year of Mission Hub!  
 
Join us for a special one-year celebration as we explore what it really means to wor-
ship God — not only through music, but with our whole lives.  
 
Pippa Fletcher and Joe Wells from One Hope Project will lead us in exploring how 
prayer, the Mass, and our everyday response to God can shape us into people who 
worship Him more deeply.  
 
Ideal for parish leaders, ministry teams, and anyone passionate about growing in their    
relationship with Jesus and encouraging a missionary culture in their community.  
 
Monday 12 October 2026 – Bonus Praise and Worship from 6.45pm before we start 
the session at 7.00pm–8.30pm (NZT).  
 
Register at https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/5wUxZvGWR4yzvyNrBd94Rg - /registration 

Annual Mass to celebrate Jubilees of Ordination 
 
Everyone is invited to the annual Mass to celebrate the priestly Jubilees of Ordination, which will be held at the Cathe-
dral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North, on Thursday 15 October at 12.05 pm. The presider will be Bishop John Ad-
ams.  
 
Congratulations and blessings to all our jubilarians this year:  
 Bishop Peter Cullinane (65 years)  
 Fr. Tom Sherry (60 years)  
 Fr David Gledhill SM (60 years)  
 Fr Marcus Francis (25 years)  
 Fr Ambrose Maliakkal IC (20 years)  
 Fr Vijay Dung Dung (20 years).   

Diocesan Celebration of the Feast of St Carlo Acutis 
 
All are warmly invited to join the Diocesan celebration of the 
Feast of St Carlo Acutis on Sunday, 11 October 2026, at the    
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. The day will begin with Mass at 7:30 
am and continue with opportunities for Eucharistic Adoration, 
Reconciliation, prayer, and veneration of the relic of St Carlo 
Acutis. 
 
The Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition will be on display throughout 
the day, with tea and coffee available in the Cathedral Lounge 
during the afternoon. The celebration will conclude with Mass at 
6:00 pm, followed by relic veneration. 
 
“The Eucharist is my highway to heaven.” — St Carlo Acutis 

Could you be a St Carlo Missionary? 

On October 12, we celebrate the feast of St Carlo Acutis. 

Perhaps over these past few weeks something has stayed with you. A love for St Carlo, a desire to help others know 

Jesus, or simply a sense that this invitation might be for you. 

You do not need to have it all worked out. We would simply love to hear from you, pray with you, and discern together 

what being part of this mission might look like. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/5wUxZvGWR4yzvyNrBd94Rg#/registration


 

 

Thanksgiving Mass for the Closure of St Joseph's School, Patea 

All are welcome to attend the Thanksgiving Mass marking the clo-

sure of St Joseph's School, Patea, on Saturday 12 December 2026, 

10.30am, at St Patrick's Church, 27 Egmont Street, Patea. 

The Mass will be followed by a light lunch at St Joseph's School. 

For catering purposes, please RSVP with numbers attending to              

stpatspatea@xtra.co.nz by Thursday 1 December. 

Principal / Tumuaki Vacancy - Sacred Heart College Napier 

The Board of Trustees of Sacred Heart College Napier invites 

applications for the position of Principal / Tumuaki,               

commencing Term 1, 2027. The College is seeking an                    

outstanding Catholic faith and educational leader committed 

to strengthening the school's special character and fostering 

excellence in learning, leadership, and wellbeing. 

Application packs available from: 28 September 2026 

Applications close: 4.00pm, Thursday 22 October 2026 

For confidential enquiries or to request an application pack, 

email: principalapplication@shcn.school.nz  

St Mary's Whanganui 50th Jubilee Celebration 

The Catholic Parish of Whanganui warmly invites parishioners and friends to celebrate the 

50th Jubilee of St Mary's Church on Sunday, 1 November 2026. The celebrations will begin 

with a Jubilee Mass at 9.30am, followed by church and marae tours, a potluck lunch,               

speeches, and musical entertainment. 

For catering purposes, please RSVP by 20 October 2026 to the Catholic Parish of                    

Whanganui at admin@cpow.co.nz  

Hearts Aflame Catholic Summer School Scholarship 

The Catholic Enquiry Centre is delighted to be offering a scholarship to one young adult to 

attend Hearts Aflame 2027. 

Young adults aged 18 – 35 who wish to attend Hearts Aflame in 2027 are eligible to apply. Pri-

ority will be given to those exploring the Catholic faith, preparing to become Catholic, or who 

have been recently welcomed into the Church. 

The scholarship covers the full registration fee and deposit (travel and personal expenses are 

not included). 

Applications close 8pm Friday 30 October. Apply at https://forms.gle/o3D37NWtbEzHTEB59  

NZ Catholic Bishops Release 2026 Election Statement 

The New Zealand Catholic bishops have published a statement ahead of the November 7 General Election.  

The full statement can be found at https://bit.ly/NZCBCElection26  

mailto:principalapplication@shcn.school.nz
mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz
https://forms.gle/o3D37NWtbEzHTEB59
https://bit.ly/NZCBCElection26


 

 

Atawhaingia ō tātau kāinga - Show mercy in all the places we dwell  

Whānau Mercy Ministries has teamed up with Te Herenga Waka Victoria University of Wellington to co-host a 3-day 

symposium from December 13 – 15 2026. The symposium will explore the impact of religion across education, 

healthcare, and social services. Open to all, and ecumenical in scope, you won't want to miss this opportunity to hear 

several excellent speakers and engage in conversations to explore the theme with others.   

Visit https://whanaumercy.nz/catherine-mcauley-symposium/ to find out more and register.  

MISSION SUNDAY 100TH CELEBRATION  

The Catholic Church around the world will mark the 100th Mission Sunday on October 18.   

The day is set aside to pray for the Church’s mission and to support those who carry the Gospel to places where hope 

is fragile, where faith is young and where believers often face hardship or persecution. That support can be financial 

and through prayer.   

Find out more at: https://missio.nz/  
The New Zealand Catholic Bishops have written a letter to Catholic Schools and Parishes – you can find it at https://
missio.nz/wp-content/uploads/NZCBC-Letter-Mission-Sunday-100-years-1.pdf  

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College Enrolment for 2027  

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College is now accepting enrolments for 

Semester One 2027. If you are a Catholic school teacher, preparing for               

ministry, seeking academic formation, or wanting to grow in understanding of 

the Catholic faith, CTC offers opportunities to learn and engage with                 

Theology in a supportive environment. Go to www.ctc.ac.nz for more                        

information.    

A Priestly Renewal Convocation | 25–29 January 2027 

In January, priests from across New Zealand are being invited to Palmerston North for five days of prayer, fraternity 

and renewal in their priesthood. As the lay faithful, we are invited to pray for our priests and encourage them to attend, 

helping make space for them to step away from the demands of parish life and be renewed in Christ.  

Find out more: https://priestlyrenewal2027.netlify.app/  

Divine Intimacy in Marriage Retreat | 22–24 January 2027 

Married couples are warmly invited to a special weekend retreat in Palmerston North with Dan 

and Stephanie Burke. 

Come away for a time to pray, reconnect and grow together in Christ - a chance to step away 

from the busyness of everyday life and invest in your marriage. 

22–24 January 2027, Palmerston North. 

Registrations are now open! Find out more and register:  

https://divineintimacy2027.netlify.app/ 

Ordination to the Diaconate of Peter Dung (Zung) Manh Phan  

Bishop John Adams and the Catholic Diocese of Palmerston North are pleased to announce the 

forthcoming Ordination to the Diaconate of Peter Dung (Zung) Manh Phan, 11am on Saturday 21 

November 2026, at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North. 

https://whanaumercy.nz/catherine-mcauley-symposium/
https://missio.nz/
https://missio.nz/wp-content/uploads/NZCBC-Letter-Mission-Sunday-100-years-1.pdf
https://missio.nz/wp-content/uploads/NZCBC-Letter-Mission-Sunday-100-years-1.pdf
http://www.ctc.ac.nz
https://priestlyrenewal2027.netlify.app/
https://divineintimacy2027.netlify.app/


 

 

November 2026 Funding Round | Catholic Charities Foundation 

Parish groups, agencies and church organisations that provide a helping hand by supporting Families and Social       

Services are invited to apply for funding from the Catholic Charities Foundation of Palmerston and the Tindall               

Foundation through the Diocesan Allocations group. 

The priority is to fund Catholic and community organisations who are working in areas identified as priorities by the 

Catholic Charities Foundation of Palmerston North and the Tindall Foundation, and aligned with the diocesan goals.  

We are charged with the funding support of groups committed to social, pastoral, charitable and educational needs in 

the diocese. Applications are judged based on need, resource availability and the fulfilment of set criteria. 

Permanent Diaconate Ordination of Charles Ropitini 

You are warmly invited to attend the Permanent Diaconate Ordination of Charles 

Robert Ropitini on Friday 16 October 2026 at 5.30pm at St Joseph's Māori Girls'  

College, 25 Osier Road, Napier. Hospitality will follow. All are welcome. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

St Joseph's School Ōpunakē Celebrates 125 Years  

St Joseph’s School Ōpunakē is preparing to celebrate its 125th Jubilee on Thursday 22 and Friday 
23 October. Past pupils, staff, parishioners and friends of the school are warmly invited to take part 
in the celebrations. More                       information for the weekend can be found at https://
www.trybooking.com/nz/events/landing/20235?embed.  
 
Register your interest at https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1NaYZskvwQt6yzaSr4KExhfRtaNPCn5v-XKQRYX7JfAE/viewform?
edit_requested=true#responses.   
All are welcome to help celebrate this significant milestone in the life of St Joseph’s School                   

Ōpunakē.   

https://www.trybooking.com/nz/events/landing/20235?embed
https://www.trybooking.com/nz/events/landing/20235?embed
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1NaYZskvwQt6yzaSr4KExhfRtaNPCn5v-XKQRYX7JfAE/viewform?edit_requested=true#responses
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1NaYZskvwQt6yzaSr4KExhfRtaNPCn5v-XKQRYX7JfAE/viewform?edit_requested=true#responses
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1NaYZskvwQt6yzaSr4KExhfRtaNPCn5v-XKQRYX7JfAE/viewform?edit_requested=true#responses


 

 


