
 

 

Parish Newsletter  
Pānui i te Pārihi  
106 Powderham St, PO Box 32, New Plymouth  

Phone (06) 757 3682 | 9am to 4pm 

office@catholicparishnp.nz                   www.catholicparishnp.nz 

Emergency Phone 027 224 2100  

  18th October 2026  29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Adoration 
Thursday Evenings 
St Joseph’s Church 

7.00pm 
 

Tuesdays at OLHC 
(after 9:10am Mass) 
9:35am to 10:30am 

 

Sunday 18th October 
Mission Sunday           

Collection All Masses 
 

Sunday 18th October 
Market Day 

Sacred Heart’s College 
Event Centre 

12.00pm-3.00pm 
(Details on Pg3) 

 

Fri-Sat 23rd-25th           
October  

St Joseph's School New 
Plymouth Centenary 

 

Sunday 25th October 
St. Joseph’s School          

Centenary Mass                   

St. Joseph’s School 

Grounds Calvert Rd 

10.30am 
 

Tuesday 27th October 
Assisi Prayer for       

World Peace 
St Joseph’s Church 

7:00pm 
 

Friday 30th October 
Sunflower Hidden           

Disabilities Scheme           
Nga Motu Room  

Parish office 
 6.00pm 

 

Saturday 14th November  
Bereavement Liturgy  

St Joseph’s Church 
10.00am 

Important Dates 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
The mission of the Church, the mission of Jesus is your mission. 
We are disciples of Jesus who help people to encounter Jesus 

Christ, to be followers of him. Transformed lives lead to a transformed world. Our world 
needs what Jesus offers and mission needs to be resourced. It takes your donations to hold 
our events, to pay our staff, to maintain our buildings, to form community. It is good for you 
to give because it is your mission. When your money goes into Jesus' mission, then it is  
happening because of your contribution - you are personally invested. You share in the 
work and in the outcomes of our parish - our portion of this universal work of God's. Please 
join planned giving and please make a sacrifice for the mission here in New  Plymouth.    
Information pamphlets are on your seats and in the foyer. Thank you.   
                Fr Simon   

PAR-

ISH  

Fr Simon 

Ilumin8 Formal – “A Wedding in Cana” 
 

Sunday night was one to remember as 80 teenagers came          
together for our Illumin8 Youth Group Formal! 
 

This was our second Illumin8 Formal, filled with dancing and 
celebration! It was a wonderful opportunity for young people to 
dress up, connect with friends, make new memories, and enjoy 
a special night together. 

 

The formal was a fantastic success and a reflection of the friendships, connection, and 
community that make youth group so special. Whether posing for photos, enjoying the food, 
showing off their dance moves, or celebrating one another through awards during the night, 
everyone had the chance to be part of something memorable. Even the parents and                  
Fr. Simon and Fr. Sobin got out on the dance floor! 
 

A huge thank you and congratulations to our teenagers on the Formal Committee, who 
poured their hearts and souls into the night, and made it feel so magical. And to all the     
parents and youth council who supported us in making the Illumin8 Formal a success! 



 

 

JUSTICE AND PEACE GROUP 
Sunflower Hidden Disabilities Scheme –

Making the invisible visible 

Help us to foster a disability-friendly culture in our parish.  

The green sunflower  lanyard, bracelet,  or badge lets us 

know that the wearer has a disability that we can’t see. 

They may need us to allow a bit of extra time, or maybe 

some help or understanding. 
 

The Catholic Parish of New Plymouth Hidden Disabilities 

Sunflower Scheme group are meeting with the Leader 

and Advisor of Inclusiveness for the Diocese of          

Palmerston North, David Loving-Molloy in the Nga Motu 

Room of the Parish office at 6pm on Friday 

October 30th. 
 

Anyone who is interested in knowing more or 

being part of promoting this important means 

of making everyone welcome in our parish is 

very welcome to join us. 

AV G0SPEL ENCOUNTER GROUP 
 

AV Gospel Encounter ( Connect) group  
Come and See. Come and Grow.  
You are warmly invited to experience the freedom and 
power in the living Jesus speaking within and amongst us 
through opening our hearts to the upcoming Sunday’s 
Gospel. Come, be renewed, refreshed and surprised by 
the Holy Spirit. Not a Bible study. No prep needed. Just 
turn up!  
Next Gospel Encounter: 
Oct 21 | Wed 7 -8.15 pm | Our Lady Help of Christians 
Catholic church, Fitzroy 
Doors open 6.45pm for welcome cuppa and cookie. 
Dates in 2026: 
Nov   4th,  Nov  18th, Dec   2nd, Dec   9th 

Connect Groups 
I have met people ready to join a weekday gathering as a 
connect group and grow in their discipleship of Jesus 
Christ. Groups already exist and are doing this. Would 
you like to be part of a connect group? It has been found 
that people who meet together to learn, converse and be 
challenged by the witness of faith in another, do grow in 
faith and understanding of discipleship. If you would like 
to be part of a connect group, please put your name and 
contact on the clip board in the foyer. I would love to see 
connect groups growing in our parish. God bless,                                                       
                Fr. Simon 

2026 Election scorecard 

How do the parties measure 
up on climate, economic and 
Te Tiriti justice? 
We asked each main party 

questions on key policies to 

respond to our changing    

climate, address the cost of   

living (focusing on housing 

and incomes) and honour Te 

Tiriti o Waitangi. 

These score cards are put on 

the notice board, please have 

a look at them and copies to 

take home. They are also available online at                                                               

https://www.commongrace.nz/scorecard  

BEREAVEMENT LITURGY 
 

On Saturday 14 November at 10.00am, at St Joseph’s 
Church, we will remember our loved ones who passed 
away during 2025 at our annual bereavement liturgy. 
 
If you had any family members or friends, who died             
during 2025, whose funeral records we may not have and 
you wish to remember them in this liturgy, please contact 
the Parish Office, and they will be prayed for. Please feel    
welcome to bring a photo of your loved one and a flower 
or flowers from your garden. All family members and 
friends of the deceased and all parishioners are most 
welcome to join us. Please phone or visit us at the Parish 
Office if you have any queries.  

“Prayer is our hope”  
 

We as a parish continue to support Vincel  and Savusavu 
as they begin the appeal process with Immigration New 
Zealand, fighting for the right for their 7 year old daughter 
Diana to remain with her family in New Zealand.              
Parishioners have been signing the letter of support. This 
letter is still in St Joseph’s church foyer if you still wish to 
sign this weekend.  When I asked Vincel how the parish 
can help, he said “Prayer. Prayer is our hope”. Let us 
reach out to Diana praying that her family will be             
successful in their bid for her to remain in New Zealand. 

Fr. Simon, Fr. Tom, and Fr. Sobin will be at the Clergy   
Retreat this week. Consequently, Liturgy of the Word with                  
Communion will be celebrated rather than Mass at St. 
Joseph's from Tuesday midday to Friday morning.          
Please continue to ring the Parish Office with all                    
enquiries. 

https://www.commongrace.nz/scorecard


 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Maree Keegan, Kitty and Howard Scott,                             
Ursula Schafer, Francis and Susanna Chamany, Marie Hickey, Lorraine Murray, Joan Loader and Michael Burke.  

MISSION SUNDAY  SPECIAL           

COLLECTION 

SUNDAY 18 OCTOBER: We             

celebrate Mission Sunday 18          Oc-

tober when Catholics unite   worldwide 

in prayer, solidarity, and support for the Church’s            

missionary effort. A collection is taken up at Sunday 

Masses to support Pope Leo’s missionary endeavours.  

Specially marked envelopes were attached to the     

newsletter last week. If you would like a tax receipt, 

please add your name and address to these envelopes. 

More are available in the foyers. Those who donate by 

planned  giving will have a white Mission Special            

Collection envelope with their new envelopes.                  

Alternatively, you can donate via online banking to The 

Catholic Parish of New Plymouth bank account 02 0630 

0288002 03. Please include your name as the payee and 

use ‘Missionz’ as the reference and your planned giving 

number if you have one. And of course putting cash in the 

plate contributes as well. 

To donate direct to Missionz Special 

envelopes are in the foyer. 

 

 

 

Copies of Missionz Newsletter is           

available in the Foyer.  



 

 

ST JOSEPH’S  

106  

Powderham 

St, 

New Plymouth 

 

OUR LADY HELP OF 

CHRISTIANS 

24 Clinton St, Fitzroy 

 

BELL BLOCK  

CATHOLIC CENTRE 

138 Parklands Ave, 

Bell Block 

 

ST PATRICK’S  

OKATO 

36 Cumming St, 

Okato 

CONTACT  US 
Parish Office, 106 Powderham St,  
PO Box 32, New Plymouth (06) 757 3682 
www.catholicparishnp.nz 
Email - office@catholicparishnp.nz 
Office Hours—9.00am to 4.00pm weekdays 
Emergency Phone—027 224 2100 

PRIESTS:  

Fr. Simon Story    simon@catholicparishnp.nz 

Tom Lawn     tom@catholicparishnp.nz 

Fr. Sobin      sobin@catholicparishnp.nz 

Fr. Sobin Sebastian Phone 027 255 8097 

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE            
TO 25TH OCTOBER FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

23 
FRI 

  8:00am       St Joseph’s Church 

   9:00am  St Joseph’s Church   
 10:30am  Our Lady Help of Christians 
 10:30am  St. Joseph’s School Centenary Mass (Outdoors) 

                          (Celebrated at St. Joseph’s School Grounds Calvert Rd) 
    5:30pm        St Joseph’s Church 

   8:00am       St Joseph’s Church  
   9:10am       Our Lady Help of Christians  
 12:05pm       St Joseph’s Church (Liturgy of the Word with Communion) 

 8:00am       St Joseph’s Church (Liturgy of the Word with Communion) 
 9:10am       Our Lady Help of Christians 

STRATEGIC LEADER  Richard 

sl@catholicparishnp.nz 

FINANCE OFFICER  Cynthia 

accounts@catholicparishnp.nz 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION  Ireen 

office@catholicparishnp.nz 

COMMUNICATIONS LEAD  Russell 

communicationslead@catholicparishnp.nz 

YOUNG FAMILIES MINISTER  Karen  

youngfamilyminister@catholicparishnp.nz 

YOUTH MINISTER   Louise 

youth@catholicparishnp.nz 

MUSIC COORDINATOR  Amelia 

musiccoordinator@catholicparishnp.nz 

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM 

parishleadershipteam@catholicparishnp.nz 

JUSTICE AND PEACE GROUP 

justiceandpeace@catholicparishnp.nz 

SUNDAY READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 25 October  
 
1ST READING:     Exodus 22.21-27  
 

PSALM:              18 
            
2ND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1.5c-10 

GOSPEL:               Matthew 22.34-40 

   8:00am       St Joseph’s Church (Liturgy of the Word with Communion) 
 10:00am       Sacred Hearts Girls College (Mary’s Chapel) 
                        No Mass at Francis Douglas Memorial College 

  8:00am        St Joseph’s Church (Liturgy of the Word with Communion) 
12:05pm        St Joseph’s Church 

    24   

     SAT 

20 
TUE 

21 
WED 

22 
THU 

25 
 SUN 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 

Saturdays 11.30am to 12 noon at St Joseph’s 
Church OR 4.45pm to 5.15pm at OLHC prior to 
the 5.30pm Vigil Mass.  And during Thursday 
7.00pm Adoration at St Joseph’s Church.        
Reconciliation is also available by appointment 
with the priests, by initially phoning the Parish 
Office 757 3682. 

MORNING PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: 
 

Before morning Mass on Monday and Tuesday 
at 7.40am and Saturday 8.10am in the Parish 
Office Mary McKillop Room. Please come to 
the back door of the office building. 

KINGDOM KIDZ CHILDREN’S                   
LITURGY: 
 

St Joseph’s Church: Each Sunday at 
9.00am Mass in the church foyer. 
 

Our Lady Help of Christians:  

Each Sunday at 10:30am in the St John Bosco 
School Library.   

LITTLE ANGELS MUSIC AND PLAY 

GROUP FOR PRESCHOOLERS 
 

Little Angels Music and Play Group 

for pre-schoolers restarts 19th Oct.  

For more details contact Amelia at                                                                      

musiccoordinator@catholicparishnp.nz  

 

   8:30am         St Joseph’s Church 
   5:30pm         Our Lady Help of Christians (Vigil Mass) 

   6:00pm         St Patrick’s Church Okato (Vigil Mass)  

OCT 

19 
MON 



 

 



 

 

for the Twenty - Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
12 - 18 October 2026  

WEEKLY DIOCESAN UPDATES  

St Mary's Whanganui 50th Jubilee Celebration  
 
The Catholic Parish of Whanganui warmly invites parishioners and friends to celebrate the 50th Jubilee of St Mary's 
Church on Sunday, 1 November 2026. The celebrations will begin with a Jubilee Mass at 9.30am, followed by church 
and marae tours, a potluck lunch, speeches, and musical entertainment.  
 
For catering purposes, please RSVP by 20 October 2026 to the Catholic Parish of Whanganui at admin@cpow.co.nz    

International Day of Peace – 27 October  
 
Join people of many faith traditions for an Inter-Religious Prayer for Peace on Tuesday 27 October, 7pm at the              
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North.   
 
Marking the 40th anniversary of the Assisi Prayer for World Peace, the gathering is an opportunity to pray together for 
peace, understanding and reconciliation in our world.   
 
For more information, contact maeastham23@gmail.com  

NZ Catholic Bishops Release 2026 Election Statement  
 
The New Zealand Catholic bishops have published a statement ahead of the November 7 General Election.  
 
The full statement can be found at https://bit.ly/NZCBCElection26  

Hearts Aflame Catholic Summer School Scholarship  

The Catholic Enquiry Centre is delighted to be offering a scholarship to one young adult to 

attend Hearts Aflame 2027. 

Young adults aged 18 – 35 who wish to attend Hearts Aflame in 2027 are eligible to apply. 

Priority will be given to those exploring the Catholic faith, preparing to become Catholic, or 

who have been recently welcomed into the Church.  

The scholarship covers the full registration fee and deposit (travel and personal expenses are 

not included).  

Applications close 8pm Friday 30 October. Apply at https://forms.gle/o3D37NWtbEzHTEB59  

Principal / Tumuaki Vacancy - Sacred Heart College Napier  
 
The Board of Trustees of Sacred Heart College Napier invites 
applications for the position of Principal / Tumuaki,                      
commencing Term 1, 2027. The College is seeking an out-
standing Catholic faith and educational leader committed to 
strengthening the school's special character and fostering 
excellence in learning, leadership, and wellbeing.  
 
Application packs available from: 28 September 2026  
Applications close: 4.00pm, Thursday 22 October 2026  
 
For confidential enquiries or to request an application pack, 
email: principalapplication@shcn.school.nz  

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz
mailto:maeastham23@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/NZCBCElection26
https://forms.gle/o3D37NWtbEzHTEB59
mailto:principalapplication@shcn.school.nz


 

 

MISSION SUNDAY 100TH CELEBRATION  

The Catholic Church around the world will mark the 100th Mission Sunday on October 18.   

The day is set aside to pray for the Church’s mission and to support those who carry the Gospel to places where hope 

is fragile, where faith is young and where believers often face hardship or persecution. That support can be financial 

and through prayer.   

Find out more at: https://missio.nz/  

The New Zealand Catholic Bishops have written a letter to Catholic Schools and Parishes – you can find it at               

https://bit.ly/MissionSundayNZ2026  

Divine Intimacy in Marriage Retreat | 22–24 January 2027 

Married couples are warmly invited to a special weekend retreat in Palmerston North with 

Dan and Stephanie Burke. 

Come away for a time to pray, reconnect and grow together in Christ - a chance to step 

away from the busyness of everyday life and invest in your marriage. 

22–24 January 2027, Palmerston North. 

Registrations are now open! Find out more and register:                                                                

https://divineintimacy2027.netlify.app/  

Ordination to the Diaconate of Peter Dung (Zung) Manh Phan  

Bishop John Adams and the Catholic Diocese of Palmerston North are pleased to announce 

the forthcoming Ordination to the Diaconate of Peter Dung (Zung) Manh Phan, 11am on             

Saturday 21 November 2026, at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North. 

Thanksgiving Mass for the Closure of St Joseph's School, Patea  

All are welcome to attend the Thanksgiving Mass marking the           

closure of St Joseph's School, Patea, on Saturday 12 December 

2026, 10.30am, at St Patrick's Church, 27 Egmont Street, Patea.  

The Mass will be followed by a light lunch at St Joseph's School. For 

catering purposes, please RSVP with numbers attending to              

stpatspatea@xtra.co.nz by Thursday 1 December. 

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College Enrolment for 2027  

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College is now accepting enrolments for 

Semester One 2027. If you are a Catholic school teacher, preparing for        

ministry, seeking academic formation, or wanting to grow in understanding 

of the Catholic faith, CTC offers opportunities to learn and engage with      

Theology in a supportive environment. Go to www.ctc.ac.nz for more           

information. 

https://missio.nz/
https://bit.ly/MissionSundayNZ2026
https://divineintimacy2027.netlify.app/
mailto:stpatspatea@xtra.co.nz
http://www.ctc.ac.nz


 

 

Atawhaingia ō tātau kāinga - Show mercy in all the places we dwell  

Whānau Mercy Ministries has teamed up with Te Herenga Waka Victoria University of Wellington to co-host a 3-day 

symposium from December 13 – 15 2026. The symposium will explore the impact of religion across education, 

healthcare, and social services. Open to all, and ecumenical in scope, you won't want to miss this opportunity to hear 

several excellent speakers and engage in conversations to explore the theme with others.   

Visit https://whanaumercy.nz/catherine-mcauley-symposium/ to find out more and register.  

A Priestly Renewal Convocation | 25–29 January 2027 

In January, priests from across New Zealand are being invited to Palmerston North for five days of prayer, fraternity 

and renewal in their priesthood. As the lay faithful, we are invited to pray for our priests and encourage them to attend, 

helping make space for them to step away from the demands of parish life and be renewed in Christ.  

Find out more: https://priestlyrenewal2027.netlify.app/  

St Joseph's School Ōpunakē Celebrates 125 Years  

St Joseph’s School Ōpunakē is preparing to celebrate its 125th Jubilee on Thursday 22 and Friday 23 October.  Past 
pupils, staff, parishioners and friends of the school are warmly invited to take part in the celebrations.  More                 
information for the weekend can be found at https://www.trybooking.com/nz/events/landing/20235?embed.  
 
Register your interest at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1NaYZskvwQt6yzaSr4KExhfRtaNPCn5v-
XKQRYX7JfAE/viewform?edit_requested=true#responses.   
All are welcome to help celebrate this significant milestone in the life of St Joseph’s School Ōpunakē.   

https://whanaumercy.nz/catherine-mcauley-symposium/
https://priestlyrenewal2027.netlify.app/
https://www.trybooking.com/nz/events/landing/20235?embed
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1NaYZskvwQt6yzaSr4KExhfRtaNPCn5v-XKQRYX7JfAE/viewform?edit_requested=true#responses
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1NaYZskvwQt6yzaSr4KExhfRtaNPCn5v-XKQRYX7JfAE/viewform?edit_requested=true#responses


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Focus on Inglewood - Taranaki Heritage Month 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Sat, 31 Oct 

Time: 10:30am - 3pm NZDT 

Location: St Andrew's Inglewood Church Hall 

Inglewood, New Zealand 

Inglewood was settled by Europeans from 1875. The town has an interesting history and many points of interest. 

The Polish settlers arrived in the town in 1876 and Inglewood became the largest Polish settlement in New Zealand. 
Their hard work in clearing bush, road-building and bridge-building made a significant contribution to the development 
of the district and surroundings. 

Hear Barbara Scrivens of Auckland speak of the Polish community experience as she talks about her recently pub-
lished book. Following this there will be a break for lunch. There are several cafe possibilities. 

Meet again at 1.00 pm at Fritz Reuter Place (main corner in Inglewood). We will then take a walk around Historical 
points of interest finishing back at St Andrew’s Church. 

Free, koha appreciated. 

Registration and tickets not required - just turn up on the day. 

This event is part of Taranaki Heritage Month 2026 (2 October to 6 November 2026). A full programme of events can 
be found on               Heritage Taranaki's website at the following link:  

https://heritagetaranaki.com/heritage-month-2026-programme-of-events-registration/ 
     

https://heritagetaranaki.com/heritage-month-2026-programme-of-events-registration/


 

 


